What a busy, exciting and fun-filled few weeks we have had in Gruffalo Class!
Week 1 – Settling In
Our first week was all about welcoming the children into school for the very first time and helping them to feel happy, safe and confident in their new surroundings. We talked about becoming part of our new school and class family and explored what it means to belong to Gruffalo Class.
We enjoyed reading our class story, The Gruffalo, and getting to know the characters. The children made their own Gruffalo headbands and created wonderful pictures of the different characters from the story. These can be seen on the main display board in the school reception area, so please take a look!
We also went on a tour of the school, helping the children to become familiar with the different areas and people who make up our school family.
Week 2 – Belonging
During our second week, we continued to explore the idea of belonging, focusing on our class and our school family. Together, we created our class rules and talked about what it means to be ready to learn, respectful and safe in our classroom and across our school.
The children enjoyed creating self-portraits and drawing pictures of their families, giving us lots of opportunities to talk about the special people in our lives and what makes each of our families unique.
We have also had lots of fun exploring our new classroom environment and discovering all the exciting resources and areas available to us. The children have been busy developing their confidence, independence and relationships as they settle into school life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Week 3 – Climate Sustainability: Saving Water
Our third week introduced our first Climate Sustainability theme, with a particular focus on saving water.
We talked about why water is precious and why it is important that we only use what we need. The children became Water Detectives, keeping their eyes and ears open for taps that had been left running and looking out for ways that water might be wasted around school.
We investigated just how much water can be wasted when a tap is left running. Using jugs, we collected the water and were amazed to see how much we had gathered – it was a lot more than we expected!
We also explored the idea of baths and showers and thought about different ways we can save water at home. The children had lots of fun role-playing with babies, toy baths and soapy water, developing their understanding through imaginative play.
It has been a wonderful start to life in Gruffalo Class, and we are so proud of how the children have settled in, explored their new environment and begun to build friendships and a sense of belonging.
Well done, Gruffalo Class – what a fantastic few weeks! 

