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	Prime Areas
	
	Specific Areas
WHOLE SCHOOL THEME: ‘Celebrating Differences’ [image: ]
PSED: ‘Jigsaw’ theme: ‘Being Me in My World’	
Literacy Tree Texts: ‘Cave Baby’                                [image: ]        [image: ]
                         ‘Bringing the rain to Kapiti Plain

Story and Topic Question: ‘What animals come out at night?’

	Week / 
Big Book
	
	PSED
	Physical Development
	Communication
&
Language
	
	Literacy
	Letters & Sounds
	Mathematics
	Understanding
the world
	Expressive
Arts & Design

	Week 1 
1.9.25
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Theme Week: Settling In

Focus book: Snow Bears by Martin Waddell


	
	Welcome the children into our new class. ‘Stay and Play’ with Parents sessions: Wednesday 03/09/25.

Create class rules, link to British Values – talk about behaviour chart 


Routines of the school day – teaching lining up 

Introducing ourselves and our interests in all about me activities.

Introduce classroom environment and talk about classroom expectation and rules. 

Discuss class community and talk about Snow bears class family. Introduce and  name the class bear.
	Fine Motor Skills – Finger gym during early morning work

Cutting out paper snowflakes. Practise scissor control skills – use patterned scissors

Threading beads onto pipe cleaners to make snowflakes

At lunchtimes use cutlery including knives, forks and spoons.

Moving like bears on two legs and four. Moving in the snow – how might this differ to dry ground?


	Sharing our holiday news.

Talking about how we are feeling in our new class – modelling full sentences 

Speaking and listening - Teaching good listening activity – sharing the Snow Bears story. Using STC prompts to support good listening, Adult modelling – can we spot good listening. Give out good listening stickers during carpet time to encourage positive behaviours. 

Listen carefully to follow instructions during key parts of the day e.g. transitions, PE, assembly, Music etc
	
	Share stories related to starting school. Relate to the children’s experiences.

Share the story
of ‘Snow Bears’. (This is our new class name!)
Sequence the story.

Introduce the class ‘Reading area and storytelling chair’. Share and read stories.

Writing our names – Introducing Little Wandle formation phrases
Author focus, Martin Waddell – sharing stories 



	Phonological awareness activities & games 

Nursery rhyme box

Shared singing of action Nursery rhymes /songs and create rhythms using the musical instruments. 


	Getting to know you:
Opportunities for settling in, introducing the areas of provision and getting to know the children.

Key times of day, class routines. Exploring the continuous provision inside and out. Where do things belong? Positional language

Counting/sorting/shapes 
Independent Learning play provision activities. 

	Creating our class board – Looking at snowflakes and cutting out.

Continuous provision: Exploring ice and melting – changing states

To recognise that school is a special part of our community. Become familiar with the new adults and children that we will be working with in our new class. 
Talk about our experiences of the summer holiday with our families. 


Getting to know the school – taking children to areas around the school and talking about what we do there etc – teach about ‘quiet’ areas of school.


 
	Starting school photographs/ handprints and drawings

Snowflake printing, cutting, hand painting – use for our welcome to snow bears class display

Snowflakes for self-registration

Polar bear handprint for display board



	Week 2
8.9.25
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Theme Week: 
Celebrating Differences

Focus book: Giraffes Can’t Dance by Giles Andrea

	
	Build new relationships.
Establish class rules and routines.
Help others to feel welcome.

PSHE: 
Introduce the ‘Jigsaw’ PSHE scheme. 
Jigsaw Puzzle: Being Me In my world.  Piece 1
Who...Me?! 
I understand how it feels to belong and that we are similar and different.

Introduce theme week about diversity. Talk about how we are the same and different and our likes and dislikes.

Introduce families.

British values – voting activity
	Fine Motor Skills – Finger gym during early morning work, include playdough

PE: Sports coach  
Teach dressing skills

PE: KB Spatial awareness
Changing for P.E
Different ways of moving. Obstacle courses under, over, through. Simon Says. Freeze in a space game.
 
At lunchtimes use cutlery including knives, forks and spoons.
Gross Motor Skills: Use of scooters, bicycles.

Handwriting letter formation of phonic sounds taught. Name writing.
	Step into the circle if … game. 
 
Simon Says – listening game and pass the sound game

Listen carefully to follow instructions during key parts of the day e.g. transitions, PE, assembly, Music etc

Speaking and listening teaching:
Use longer sentences of four to six words.
 Adult to have a feely bag full of words (cvc decodable and STC nouns/objects). Children to choose a word and display it on the board. Model putting the word into a longer sentence e.g. ball. I play with the ball. It is a red ball. Talk about how using longer sentences means we can find out and share more important information. Repeat with several words, asking children to come up with their own sentences and ensuring they are always modelled back correctly.

	
	Read Giraffes Can’t Dance story. 
Find the rhyming words in the story.

Look at the first page of the story. Discuss the words used to describe the giraffe, can we think of anymore?

Create class poem based on the book Snow Bears.
Link to Black History Month and Benjamin Zephaniah.  

	Shared singing of action nursery rhymes /songs.


Daily Phonics Sessions.

Introduce Little Wandle Phonics.

Sounds of the week: 
s a t p


	Counting/sorting/shapes 
Independent Learning play provision activities. 

Number blocks 1 and 2.

WRM: Pattern
Explore simple patterns
Copy and continue simple patterns
Create simple patterns


*Baseline Maths activities

	Homes around the world. Discuss how homes can be different in different places around the world.

Home hunt and design your dream home using a variety of different materials.

Animals around the world.

Online Safety:
I use rules given to me by a trusted adult 
when I use technology.
I am kind to my friends 
I use a safe part of the Internet to play and learn. 
I make sure a trusted adult is with me

Forest School 
Introduction to Forest School and learning the rules.
	Children look at their faces in a mirror. 
Use natural/crafty materials to make a collage picture of their face. 

Family roleplay. Act out different family roles.

Heroes and helpers roleplay

Black British person portraits.




	Week 3 
15.9.25
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Focus book: Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson

Literacy Tree outcome:
Apology letter from Cave Baby



	
	Build new relationships.
Establish class rules and routines.
Know that I belong to my class.
Help others to feel welcome.


PSHE:
Jigsaw: Piece 1: Being me in My World: ‘How am I feeling today’?
I can start to recognise and manage my feelings. 
Name and talk about feelings. Relate this to feelings display in the classroom. Build and introduce display together.




	Fine Motor Skills – Finger gym during early morning work, include scissor skills

PE: Sports coach  
Teach dressing skills

PE: KB Spatial awareness
Changing for P.E
Different ways of moving. Obstacle courses under, over, through. Simon Says. Freeze in a space game.

At lunchtimes use cutlery including knives, forks and spoons.
Gross Motor Skills: Use of scooters, bicycles.

Handwriting letter formation of phonic sounds taught. Name writing



	Talk about feelings and experiences of day and night. 

Use senses vocabulary to describe what you can see and hear during the night.

Speaking and listening teaching:
Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”
Speaking and listening – understand why questions. Introduce children to ‘talk to the hand’ with STC question words. Go through question words and focus on why. Looking at different scenes / pictures and asking ‘why’ questions e.g. why has the tree got no leaves? Introduce children to the word ‘because’ in order to answer the why questions. 
Adults model appropriate responses in full sentences and then children have a go. Give the children a question with a visual clue and then ask the children to think of an appropriate answer using the word ‘because.’

	
	Session 1
Session 1 on Literacy Tree – WOW
Arrive to class to find several cave paintings on the walls… someone has been painting on the classroom walls! How naughty! Share an example of a time you have done something 
‘naughty’, e.g. eaten a whole bar of chocolate just before dinner or made a mess in your bedroom and  not tidied it up!
Model asking TA (if you have one) about a naughty 
thing they have done. 
Ask children to discuss in talking partners something they have done that was ‘naughty’. Share with class and discuss. As children share their ideas, record ideas 
and add these to the working wall.
Activity: Build a cave using construction- what does a cave look like- look at different pictures.
Have post it notes (small paper) to make a drawing for inside their cave.
Session 2 
Look at pictures of caves. What does a cave look like? What animals might they see?
Children to make their own drawing of a cave. 
Session 3 
Children to draw a mammoth. Discuss what a mammoth looks like. Share photos of these. Children to write a sentence to describe the mammoth. Where might we see a mammoth? Would you like to ride a mammoth? Why?

	Little Wandle 

Sounds of the week:
i n m d (new)
s a t p (revisit)

Begin individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions

Shared singing of action Nursery rhymes /songs.


	Counting/sorting/shapes 
Independent Learning play provision activities. 

Number blocks 3, 4 and 5

Measures (WRM)
Compare size
Compare mass
Compare capacity

*Baseline Maths activities

	Session 1
Discuss day/night and light/dark
Engage in small world space set up (stars/night)

Go on daytime walk (experiences include; leaf jumping, collecting flowers and making a picture and looking for natural materials.

Session 2 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Name sources of light including sun. torches, stars and lights.
Explore torches and other sources of light e.g sun, stars and lights. Look at night-time videos make a night-time painting. Can they include any sources of light in the picture?

Engage in small world space set up (stars/night)


RE – Special Me
Lesson 1 – Who am I? 
Is everybody the same?
What makes me special?
What do I like about being me?
Mirror in the box activity – I have something amazing in this box, something special, unique, one of a kind! Keep it secret! Discuss what was in the box and why we are special. Create a self-portrait – Talk about similarities and differences. 
	Music session: 
Kapow Music Unit: Exploring Sound
Vocal sounds
To explore using voices to make a variety of sounds.

Make a night-time painting. (UTW session 2)


	Week 4 
22.9.25
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Focus book: Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson

Literacy Tree outcome: Apology letter from Cave Baby

24.09.25 Rosh Hashana
23.09.25 Activities in the afternoon

24.09.25 Bridgwater Fair welly walk and picnic

26.09.25 MacMillian coffee morning

	
	Work and play cooperatively.
Empathy for others and their feelings.

PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Piece 1: Being me in My World: Being at School
I enjoy working with others to make school a good place to be.

Discuss feelings within the owl baby family and make links to our own feelings associated. 
	Fine Motor Skills – Finger gym during early morning work.

PE: Sports coach  
Teach dressing skills

PE: KB Core movements
Changing for P.E
Different ways of moving; walking, jumping, hopping, running and skipping & negotiating space

At lunchtimes use cutlery including knives, forks and spoons.
Gross Motor Skills: Use of scooters, bicycles.

Handwriting letter formation of phonic sounds taught. Name writing
	Ask questions in relation to the woodland habitat and animals. 

Speaking and listening teaching:
Understand how to listen carefully in a group and why listening is important
Act out scenarios where one of the adults does not listen to the other e.g. following instructions but getting it wrong because they were not listening or being in a dangerous situation and not listening…what would happen? Link to welly walk. What can we do to make sure we are listening? 

	
	Session 1 
Session 2 from Literacy tree unit. Children to read the whole story. Talk about the different characters. Sequence key events. Children to write captions to introduce the characters e.g this is a woolly mammoth.
Session 2 
Session 3 from Literacy tree unit. Discuss what a noun is. Explain we will expand these by describing them. Children to match adjectives to nouns for the bear. Children to have a go at writing expanded noun phrases for one of the characters. E.g bear. 
Session 3
Session 4 from Literacy tree unit. Continue to discuss adjectives and nouns. Children to illustrate the hare and write a title e.g the smooth bouncy hare.

	Little Wandle 

Sounds of the week:
g o c k (new)
i n m d s a t p (revisit)

New tricky word:
is 

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions

Shared singing of action Nursery rhymes /songs.
	Mastering number:  Subitising
To be able to subitise 1 and 2 
To be able to subitise within 3 
To be able to represent quantities 
To be able to identify sub-groups of 1, 2, and 3

Child initiated play provision activities.

*Baseline Maths activities


	Session 1
Discover nocturnal animals and describe features including owls, bats, badgers, hedgehogs and foxes.
Talk about the family connections within the owl babies story and discuss similarities and differences across our families

Use internet to research owls, look at owl photos, sounds and videos.

What do owls eat? Where do they live?

Discuss lifecycle of an owl and use creative materials to represent this.

Sorting nocturnal and diurnal animals

Create a leaf art with focus on making a picture of a nocturnal animal. 

Session 2 (Forest School)
Bridgwater Fair welly walk/Scavenger hunt

Session 3
Discuss what a habitat is and talk about features of a woodland habitat
Use the light box to represent night time scene in the woodlands.

23.09.25 Rosh Hashana activities in the afternoon.
	Create a leaf art with focus on making a picture of a nocturnal animal. 

Use the light box to represent night time scene in the woodlands.

Music session: 
Kapow Music Unit: Exploring Sound
Body sounds
To explore using body parts to make a variety of sounds. 







	Week 5 
29.9.25
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Focus book: Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson

Literacy Tree outcome: Apology letter from Cave Baby
01.10.25 Start of Black History Month

03.10.25 National poetry day – read class poem created together

 
	
	PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Piece 1: Being in My World: Gentle Hands: 
I understand why it is good to be kind and use gentle hands.









	Fine Motor Skills – Finger gym during early morning work

PE: Sports coach  
Teach dressing skills

PE: KB Co-ordination and control 
Changing for P.E
Obstacle course, balance bean bags on parts of their body, bean bag toss, follow the leader.

At lunchtimes use cutlery including knives, forks and spoons.
Gross Motor Skills: Use of scooters, bicycles.

Handwriting letter formation of phonic sounds taught. Name writing

	Describe the woodland setting and the animals in this habitat.

Describe features of woodland animals

Use past tenses when exploring young and adult animals.

Speaking and listening teaching:
Use longer sentences of four to six words.
Remind and refresh on week 2’s feely bag activity using longer sentences to share more information.
Feely box activity -  Children to put their hand into a box and describe in full sentences to their partner what they can feel. From their description their partner needs to guess the object. Then swap around. Model this with a teaching assistant first. 

	
	Session 1 
Session 6 from Literacy tree unit. Introduce cave sentences are sentences that are good enough to stay inside the cave – other sentences get 
‘thrown away’. Cave sentences must have capital letters and full stops.
Model reading sentences orally from the text. Children to touch their heads at the start of the sentence and stomp at the end of the sentence in the style of a cave 
child. Repeat with several different sentences
Session 2
Session 7 from Literacy tree unit. Writing sentences about the hare.
Session 3 
Session 8 from Literacy tree unit. Writing super sentences about the hare using conjunction ‘and’











	Little Wandle 

Sounds of the week:

ck e u r (new)
g o c k i n m d s a t p (revisit)

New tricky word:
I
is (revisit)

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions

Shared singing of action Nursery rhymes /songs.


	Mastering number:
Counting, Cardinality and Subitising
To be able to count in a sequence to 5 
To be able to count in a sequence to 5 (how many) 
To be able to count one to one Mastering Number
To be able to count one to one

	Session 1
Discuss similarities and differences across habitats in relation to woodlands. Name and describe features of animals within a woodland habitat.(Barnaby Bear)

Use senses to explore woodland habitat- hear, see, smell, taste, feel. 
Listen to videos of sounds in a woodland area.

Look at young and adult animals within families. Match young and adult animals. Talk about growth and make links to features of animals.

Session 2
Participate in a ‘camping’ style activity where children can experience camping, den building, hot chocolate etc. (Barnaby Bear)

Talk about care to care for the natural world.
Participate in a ‘camping style’ activity where children can experience camping, den building. Hot chocolate and other camping style games. (team building). Including experiences such as mud pies, box sledging, rolling down a hill, playing a board game, listening to a book under a tree and den building. 

RE – Special Me – My special things. 
What is special to me?
What do I believe is important?
Have I got a special object?
Bringing in a special object from home and sharing with each other. Send letter home. Asking and answering questions about ourselves and our special objects?

	Music session: 
Kapow Music Unit: Exploring Sound
Instrumental sounds
To explore using instruments to make a variety of sounds.


	Week 6 
06.10.25
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Focus book: Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson

Literacy Tree outcome: Apology letter from Cave Baby

08.10.25 Church assembly – Harvest Festival. Wear Autumn colours

10.10.25 World mental health day – whole day celebrating mental health

	
	PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Piece 1: Being me in My World:
Our Rights: 
I am starting to understand children’s rights, and this means we should all be allowed to learn and play.

World Mental Health Day: 10/10/25



	Fine Motor Skills – Finger gym during early morning work

Thread string through leaves.
Thread natural resources within a forest school environment.

Use small tools to manipulate clay.


PE: Sports coach  
Teach dressing skills

PE: KB Sending and aiming
Changing for P.E
Throw and roll objects (balloons, scarves, bean bags) at large accessible targets such as hoops and buckets. 
Practise rolling and throwing to a partner. Catching and sending.

At lunchtimes use cutlery including knives, forks and spoons.
Gross Motor Skills: Use of scooters, bicycles.

Handwriting letter formation of phonic sounds taught. Name writing

	Speaking and listening teaching:
Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”
Divide the group into two teams, A and B. Give team A the dressing up clothes/accessories, and let them put on an item. Both teams now line up, facing each other. The first child in team B ask the child opposite him, ‘Why are you wearing sunglasses?’ The child from team A gives a response, then the next B team child has a turn. Continue until everyone has had a turn. If there is time, swap teams so that team B has a chance to dress up.  
	
	Session 1
Introduce the features of a letter. Explore why we send letters. Read some letters together. 

Session 2
Lesson focus on using conjunction ‘and.’ Show children pictures from the Cave Baby story and get them to connect the pictures orally using the conjunction ‘and.’


Session 3
Shared write an apology letter in a real-life context. Focus on using conjunction ‘and.’


	Little Wandle 

Sounds of the week:

h b f l (new)

ck e u r g o c k i n m d s a t p (revisit)

New tricky word:
the
is, I (revisit)
Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions

Shared singing of action Nursery rhymes /songs.


	Mastering number:
Composition
To be able to understand the composition of 2 
To be able to identify a composition of 3
To be able to identify a composition of 3
To be able to identify when a collection is composed of 3 or not 3





	Session 1
Talk about seasonal change including weather and tree changes.
Make a clay tree.

Session 2 (Forest School)
Make observational drawings of trees and talk about tree growth.
Discuss trees in the immediate environment and similarities and differences across these. 
*Gardening Week*
 
	Explore clay texture and clay tools. Practise manipulating clay by making shapes and patterns. Build up skills in order to make a clay tree. 

Use charcoal, wax, crayons etc to make an observational drawing of a tree. 

Name musical instruments and use various materials explored in art lessons to make own instruments. Make instruments to create woodland sounds and retell the story. 

Music session: 
Kapow Music Unit: Exploring Sound
Environmental sounds 
To explore sounds within the environment


	Week 7  
13.10.25
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Focus book: Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson

Literacy Tree outcome: Apology letter from Cave Baby

17.10.25 Parents Day

	
	PSHE:
Jigsaw: Piece 1: Being me in My World:
Our Responsibilities

I am learning what being responsible means.




















	Fine Motor Skills – Finger gym during early morning work

Control scissors when cutting natural materials and collage art materials.

PE: Sports coach  
Teach dressing skills

PE: Tracking and retrieving 
Changing for P.E
Bean game. Crazy hoops game. Aiming and throwing at a target. Ball roll and bean bag relay.

At lunchtimes use cutlery including knives, forks and spoons.
Gross Motor Skills: Use of scooters, bicycles.

Handwriting letter formation of phonic sounds taught. Name writing
	Speaking and listening teaching:
Putting good listening skills into practise. Recap on good listening skills – who can remember the key things we need to do to show we are listening. Adult to read a story to the children and check children are showing good listening skills. Children to demonstrate good listening skills by answering why questions about the story. Adult to encourage children to answer questions with longer sentences. Mirror and model back clear, full sentences. 



	
	Session 1 
Session 10 from Literacy unit- receive sorry letter and create a shared write. 
Session 2 / 3:
Assessment write: Write on apology letter from cave baby.






 
























	Little Wandle

Read tricky words
(Assessments)

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions

Share singing of action Nursery rhymes /songs.













	Mastering Number:
Subitising (1 session) Comparison (3 sessions)
To be able to: Subitise arrangements of 2 and 3 Practise making 2s and 3s with their fingers Subitise auditory patterns up to 3.
To be able to: Subitise auditory patterns up to 3 Identify when a small collection is rearranged or the quantity changed.
To be able to: Show small quantities on their fingers Use positional language to describe patterns of 4. 
To be able to Use positional language to describe patterns of 4 Make patterns showing 4.

	Session 1
Talk about how to take care of the natural world.
Seasonal activities related to Autumn and Halloween.
Make bark and leaf rubbing.

Name musical instruments and use various materials explored in art lessons to make own instruments. Make instruments to create woodland sounds and retell the story. 


RE – Special Me – My special people. 
Who are the special people in my life? 
Why are they special to me?
Do all of my special people live in my home?
Linking with PSHE
Talking about family, sharing what makes them special. Talk about care/love. Talking about school/teams – sharing a common goal/beliefs. Drawing and labelling our special people using phonic knowledge. Practise writing decodable words e.g. mum, dad, nan etc
	Talk about art mediums both natural materials and pastels, crayons, pencils, charcoal and wax. Make bark and leaf rubbing. 

Music session: 
Kapow Music Unit: Exploring Sound
Nature sounds
To listen to sounds in nature and recreate them. 








	Week 8  
20.10.25
[image: ]


Assessment Week

Fantastic Finishers

21.10.25 Diwali activities (PM)

24.10.25 INSET DAY

	
	Celebrate the children’s achievements from the first half term. 

	Fine Motor Skills – Finger gym during early morning work

PE: Sports coach  
Teach dressing skills

PE: KB Bouncing and throwing
Changing for P.E
Throw bean bags at a target, how close can you get. Bounce and catch with a partner.
Roll a ball, run after it, stop with the other hand.
 
At lunchtimes use cutlery including knives, forks and spoons.
Gross Motor Skills: Use of scooters, bicycles.

Handwriting letter formation of phonic sounds taught. Name writing
	Use descriptive vocabulary to describe the texture of materials.

Consolidation of learning this half term.

Continued focus on speaking and listening, with all adults modelling high standards of oracy, wide vocabulary and good listening skills.
	
	Autumn themed literacy activities

Read the book ‘Sweep.’ Literacy activities focussed around this book. Autumn and dealing with emotions theme. 

	Little Wandle

Read tricky words
(Assessments)

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions

Share singing of action Nursery rhymes /songs.

	Mastering number catch up/assessment week. 
Assess what has been taught so far.

Child initiated play provision activities
	Session 1
Continue Autumn and Halloween exploration

RE – Special Me – Where do I belong

Fantastic Finishers

Forest School
Scarecrow trail



	Explore collage techniques including natural and man-made materials, including tissue paper etc. 

Explore descriptive language related to texture  and describe materials and textures. 


HALF-TERM HOLIDAY: 27/10/25-03/11/25
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