 Speaking and listening medium term plan – EYFS Class
Class Snow Bears Reception KB
Term Autumn A
Story Cave Baby by Julia Donaldson
Whole school topic Celebrating Differences
Main topic focus Settling in – class routines, light and dark/day and night, woodland habitats and nocturnal animals
Main skills to acquire:
1: Understand how to listen carefully in a group and why listening is important 
2: Use longer sentences of four to six words.
3: Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”
	Week
	Teaching 
	Practising

	1
Welcome to Snow Bears 

1.9.25
	1: Understand how to listen carefully in a group and why listening is important
 Using STC to support, adult’s model how to be a good listener – looking at the person who is talking, not talking whilst they are etc. Model with TA – can the children spot good listening? Adults model a conversation first talking over each other, looking away etc… was this good listening? Pair up and practise good listening. Read the Snow Bears story and supporting adult notices and praises good listening. Give out good listening stickers to those showing the encouraged behaviours.
	1: General reminders during settling in activities.

1: Assembly time – practising for assembly in class times as needed

1: During all activities the supporting adult to notice and praise good listening skills and give out listening stickers

1: Sharing our holiday news in pairs – listening to each other

2: Talk about how we are feeling in our new classes. Model talking in full sentences.

	2
Celebrating Differences

8.9.25
	2: Use longer sentences of four to six words.
 Adult to have a feely bag full of words (cvc decodable and STC nouns/objects). Children to choose a word and display it on the board. Model putting the word into a longer sentence e.g. ball. I play with the ball. It is a red ball. Talk about how using longer sentences means we can find out and share more important information. Repeat with several words, asking children to come up with their own sentences and ensuring they are always modelled back correctly.

	1: Communication and language listening games as part of celebrating differences week. Step into the circle if game and Simon says game. Focus on importance of listening in order to know when to move and what to do.

1: PE – applying listening skills in a different situation. Remind of good listening skills and how this is important when in a larger outdoor area.

2: Literacy – Giraffes can’t dance book. Think of different words to describe the giraffe. Put these words into a sentence. Use stem sentence starters.

2: During all activities adults will model good standards of oracy and support children to rephrase sentences and add more detail.


	3
Cave Baby

15.9.25
	3: Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”
Speaking and listening – understand why questions. Introduce children to ‘talk to the hand’ with STC question words. Go through question words and focus on why. Looking at different scenes / pictures and asking ‘why’ questions e.g. why has the tree got no leaves? Introduce children to the word ‘because’ in order to answer the why questions. 
Adults model appropriate responses in full sentences and then children have a go. Give the children a question with a visual clue and then ask the children to think of an appropriate answer using the word ‘because.’



	1: PE – applying listening skills in a different situation. Remind of good listening skills and how this is important when in a larger outdoor area.

1: Music – listening carefully to different sounds and copying the sounds.

2: UTW – Talk about feelings and experiences of day and night. Use senses vocabulary to describe what you can see and hear during the night. Model full sentences.

3: RE – sharing ideas about why children think they are special. Adult asking ‘why’ questions Clearly articulating a sentence to give another a compliment. Adult modelling.

3: Literacy – Session 3. Answering questions about the Cave Baby text, such as ‘Would you like to ride a woolly mammoth? Why?


	4
Cave Baby

22.9.25
	1: Understand how to listen carefully in a group and why listening is important
Act out scenarios where one of the adults does not listen to the other e.g. following instructions but getting it wrong because they were not listening or being in a dangerous situation and not listening…what would happen? Link to welly walk. What can we do to make sure we are listening? 
 



	1: Welly Walk – Talk about the importance of listening carefully when out in a different environment. Link to safety.

2: Literacy – Session 2 – Expanded noun phrases in relation to Cave Baby story. Rehearse orally before writing. 

3: UTW – Ask and answer why questions in relation to woodland habitats and nocturnal animals. Use technology to research Owls and answer ‘why’ questions using full sentences.

	5
Cave Baby

29.9.25
	2: Use longer sentences of four to six words.
Remind and refresh on week 2’s feely bag activity using longer sentences to share more information.
Feely box activity -  Children to put their hand into a box and describe in full sentences to their partner what they can feel. From their description their partner needs to guess the object. Then swap around. Model this with a teaching assistant first. 



	1: UTW – Camping style activity. Children need to use their listening skills to follow instructions and work collaboratively to build dens. 

2. Literacy – Orally rehearsing ‘cave sentences’ before writing them. Cave sentences are only good if they are full sentences. How do we know that we are speaking in full sentences?

2: RE - Listening to each other discussing our special things & sharing our ideas in full clear sentences. 3: Answering questions about ‘why’ they chose their special objects. 

	6
Cave Baby

6.10.25
	3: Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”
Divide the group into two teams, A and B. Give team A the dressing up clothes/accessories, and let them put on an item. Both teams now line up, facing each other. The first child in team B ask the child opposite him, ‘Why are you wearing sunglasses?’ The child from team A gives a response, then the next B team child has a turn. Continue until everyone has had a turn. If there is time, swap teams so that team B has a chance to dress up.  
	1: Forest school – listening carefully to instructions to correctly and safely carry out the activity.

1: Church assembly – Listening carefully to the Church assembly about Harvest.  

2: Mental health day & Black history month – listening to stories and discussing.

3: UTW – Looking at and discussing the growth and change of trees. Thinking about and answering questions such as ‘Why does a tree look different during different seasons?’

	7
Cave Baby

 13.10.25
	Putting good listening skills into practise. Recap on good listening skills – who can remember the key things we need to do to show we are listening. Adult to read a story to the children and check children are showing good listening skills. Children to demonstrate good listening skills by answering why questions about the story. Adult to encourage children to answer questions with longer sentences. Mirror and model back clear, full sentences. 
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	2: PSHE – discussing our responsibilities – sharing our ideas using sentence stems “my responsibility is…” “in our class we need to…”

2: Story time – Wednesday story assembly. time to discuss the story.

3: RE –sharing our special people - why are these people special to me?


	8
Assessment Week

20.10.25

	Consolidation of learning this half term.

Continued focus on speaking and listening, with all adults modelling high standards of oracy, wide vocabulary and good listening skills.
	



