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Focus book: I am Henry Finch by Alexis Deacon

Literacy Tree outcome: Guidebook - How to Think 

Mon-Weds:
Nativity Songs 2.20pm

Thurs: Online safety assembly

Reception open day 

Fri: 
PSHE Assembly

	
	PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Celebrating Difference: 
Piece 1: What I am good at
I can identify something I am good at and understand that everyone is good at different things. 

Embedding new class rules devised by children last half term. Working towards behaviour reward
	PE
Sports coach (MM) 
Ball skills 

Handwriting
Warm up focus: Curly caterpillar letters – c a d o q g e f s 

ff ll ss j 

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed e.g. putting on coats and doing up zips.

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying hands thoroughly. 
	Sharing our half term news – Halloween, Carnival, Fireworks etc.

Speaking and listening skills:
Understand why questions
Use longer sentences of four to six words
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
Enjoys listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.


	
	Session 1
Session 1 on Literacy Tree – WOW 
Children arrive to class to ‘find’ Henry Finch perched on a branch with a Thought Bubble containing the  statement: I am Henry Finch. 
Bubbles of thought: Let the children each make a fingerprint bird – make prints using (ideally) ink then add eyes, beaks and wings then cut and stick along a branch for display.  
Given that Reception children are so little, you might  want to copy and enlarge the prints so that the birds  are a bit bigger.  Provide the children with their own thought bubble in  which to write their finch-name, thus creating a flock. 
e.g. I am Pippa Finch 
Don’t show the front cover of the book. Children will be guessing this during this next lesson. 

Session 2  
Who is Henry Finch? Is he boy? Is he a person? Is he a different animal? Is he a bird? Children to use their imagination to draw this and label this. Can children write… he is a boy. He is a girl. 

Session 3  
Show children the front cover. Discuss what do they see. What animal is it? Show pictures of different birds. What does a bird look like? Can children talk about and describe its features e.g pointy nose, round body, short wings. 
Children to now draw a bird and label this. Can you extend children to write a sentence e.g he is red. He has feet. 

	Little Wandle 

Sounds of the week:
ff ll ss j 

New tricky word:
put pull full as 

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions


	Mastering number:
Comparison

To be able to represent a given number on their fingers without looking.
Compare 2 sets of objects and say which is ‘more than’. 

To be able to: 
Represent a given number on their fingers without looking 
Compare 2 sets of objects and say which is ‘more than’. 

To be able to compare 2 sets of objects and say which is ‘more than’ or ‘fewer than’. 
To be able to compare 2 sets of objects and say which is ‘more than’ or ‘fewer than’. 


	Topic lesson 
Geography: Where do we live? Describe where we live, making observations and looking at maps. Talk about what can be observed in the local area e.g. fields, town, shops, supermarkets, parks, hills (The Quantock hills), canal, bridges, rivers in Bridgwater. Explain that ‘Bridgwater’ is a town. What features do we find in a town? Draw a group map of our local area. Add physical and human features to the map. Look at google maps on the IWB. Can we find where we live? Our school?

Forest School: Autumn Leaves
Explore seasonal changes in the environment. Develop observation skills by noticing colours, shapes, and textures of leaves. 
Foster curiosity and respect for nature.
Engage in sensory and creative play.
Strengthen fine and gross motor skills.

Leaf hunting and sorting
Leaf rubbing art

E Safety 
Begin to understand that the internet is a place where we can learn and play.
Recognise that we should always tell a trusted adult if something online makes us feel unsure, sad, or confused.
Learn that we should be kind and respectful online, just like in real life.
Start to understand that not everything online is real.

What’s the internet?
Smartie the Penguin
My trusted adult activity
	Art: Make a bird (Literacy Tree)

Leaf rubbing Art (Forest School)

Music: Nativity Songs


	Week 2
10.11.25
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Focus book: I am Henry Finch by Alexis Deacon

Literacy Tree outcome: Guidebook - How to Think 
Mon: 2.20 Nativity songs

Tues: Reception open day

Remembrance activities PM

2.20 Nativity songs

Weds: 
Open the book assembly

Whole school CPD Emotion Coaching 

Fri:
Children in Need (wear something spotty)

Rainbow Assembly (Lucy)
	
	PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Celebrating Difference: 
Piece 2: I’m Special, I’m Me!
I understand that being different makes us all special

Embedding new class rules devised by children last half term. Working towards behaviour reward
	PE
Sports coach (MM) 
Ball skills

Class PE
Rolling and stopping a ball

Learn to roll a ball with control. Learn to stop a rolling ball using hands and feet.
Begin to work safely with a partner.

Handwriting
Warm up focus: Curly caterpillar letters – c a d o q g e f s 

v w x y

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed e.g. putting on coats and doing up zips.

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying hands thoroughly.
	Speaking and listening skills:
Understand why questions
Use longer sentences of four to six words
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
Enjoys listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.

	
	Session 1
Where do birds live? Can children draw a birds house for their bird? Show children different pictures of bird houses. What do they look like? Can they describe this? 
Children to draw a bird house for Henry Finch and label this. Children to write a sentence. It is tall. It is dark. 

Session 2
Where do we find bird houses? Talk about trees. What are the features of a tree? Use their body parts to form different parts of a tree. Can children draw a tree and label this using scientific words. Can children describe these? Children to write a sentence. A tree has a trunk. The roots are long. 

Session 3
Use your imagination. Where is your tree? Is it at the park? Is it in a garden? It is in a forest school area? Children to draw their picture of where there tree belongs. Can they label this.  

	Little Wandle 

Sounds of the week:
v w x y

New tricky word:
and has his her 

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions


	Mastering number:
Counting, Ordinality and Cardinality 

To be able to count in a sequence to 5 

To be able to count one to one and identify collections of 5 

To be able to count one to one and identify collections of 5 (part 2) 

To be able to count one to one and count 5 and 5 to make 10 altogether 

	Topic lesson 
Geography: Where do we live? Describe where we live, making observations and looking at maps. Talk about what can be observed in the local area e.g. fields, town, shops, supermarkets, parks, hills (The Quantock hills), canal, bridges, rivers in Bridgwater. Explain that ‘Bridgwater’ is a town. What features do we find in a town? Draw a group map of our local area. Add physical and human features to the map. Look at google maps on the IWB. Can we find where we live? Our school?

Topic lesson
Geography
In Bridgwater – Seasons that take place.
Seasons – Talking about the changes of the seasons we might notice on our welly walk. Discuss changing of day length – when does the fair/carnival happen? What about fireworks? Why do we have these things at night / in the Autumn? 

RE – Special Times
Lesson 1 – Birthdays
We are looking at why some times are special. Who can think of times that are special? Discuss and make a list e.g. birthdays, Christmas, christenings Ask the children who is 4 and who is 5? Check the class birthday chart. Today we are thinking about birthdays. Read Kippers Birthday.

Pupils to design a birthday card or a birthday badge. Ext pupils to draw and label all objects used to celebrate a birthday e.g. cake, candles, cards, balloons, presents, wrapping paper, ribbon, badges, invitations
	Art during topic lesson 2:
Leaf printing
Make an autumn tree
Art with natural objects

Music: Nativity Songs





	Week 3 
17.11.25
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Focus book: I am Henry Finch by Alexis Deacon

Literacy Tree outcome: Guidebook - How to Think

Mon:
Nativity songs 2.20

Tues:
Health and safety fire walk/audit

Nativity songs 2.20

Weds: 
Nativity songs 2.20

Thurs: 
Nativity songs 2.20

Parent workshops online safety

Fri:
Rainbow assembly (Sally)




	
	PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Celebrating Difference: 
Piece 3: Families
I know we are all different but the same in some ways 

Embedding new class rules devised by children last half term. Working towards behaviour reward




	PE
Sports coach (MM) 
Ball skills

Handwriting
Warm up focus: Curly caterpillar letters – c a d o q g e f s 

z zz q qu

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed e.g. putting on coats and doing up zips.

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying hands thoroughly.


	Speaking and listening skills:
Understand why questions
Use longer sentences of four to six words
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
Enjoys listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.

	
	Session 1  
Look at session 1 on Literacy tree:  Read text up to page where it says, He had a thought  
and he heard it. What is thinking? What has just happened to Henry Finch? What are you thinking? In small groups, Play circle game where each child says I am thinking about... 
 
Session 2 
Look at session 2 on Literacy Tree. Re-read the story so far reading up to This was the way  
it always was. Note that you are reading a little less than you did in session 1. Display the following words  on cards: morning, afternoon, evening and night. Put in time-order. Talk about what it says that the Finches did at each time of day. What else might they do?  Relate to the children’s own routines. Write a timetable for Henry Finch. Children could use pictures and labels to create a  visual timetable. As you work with the children, talk about the fact that the finches did the same thing at the same time every day.  
 
Session 3  
Look at session 2 on Literacy Tree. Display the grapheme ‘j’ and rehearse saying and writing this on mini white-boards. Shared reading: Shared-read the following words, placing sound  buttons under each: jam, jog, job, jet, jump. Orally model use in sentences about what Henry might do in a day and place these under the timeheadings: Go for a jog. Eat some jam. Fly in a jet. Do some jobs. Jump out of the Beast’s way
	Little Wandle 

Sounds of the week:
z zz qu words with s /s/ added at the end (hats sits) 
ch

New tricky word:
go no to into 

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions


	Mastering number:
Comparison 

To be able to: 
Subitise amounts to 4 
Use ‘more than’ or ‘fewer than’ 

To be able to: 
Compare groups of up to 3 objects 
Say when they have an equal number 

To be able to: 
Compare groups of up to 3 objects 
Say when there is an equal number, too many or not enough 

To be able to: 
Say when there is an equal number, too many or not enough 



	Topic lesson
Geography
In Bridgwater – Seasons that take place.
Seasons – Talking about the changes of the seasons we might notice on our welly walk. Discuss changing of day length – when does the fair/carnival happen? What about fireworks? Why do we have these things at night / in the Autumn? 

Forest School: Hibernation
Make a hibernation den
Play hibernation tag

Topic lesson 
Geography
Talk and describe the rivers and bridges in Bridgwater. Use the Internet to look at pictures of bridges and rivers. Why do we have bridges? Are they all the same? What water places are in Bridgwater? Name the canal and river. Building bridges collaboratively activity.

 
	Music: Nativity Songs

Art: Seasonal change picture in sketch books

Build a bridge collaboratively, paying attention to function. Explain it must be able to carry the Beebot over. What materials are strong? Children to make bridges using lego, cardboard, building blocks. Programme Beebots over a bridge. Which was the strongest? Why? 


	Week 4 
24.11.25
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Focus book: I am Henry Finch by Alexis Deacon

Literacy Tree outcome: Guidebook - How to Think 

Mon and Tues: 
Nativity songs 2.20

Weds and Thurs: 
9.30 Whole School nativity rehearsal

Fri:
Rainbow assembly (Me)

Head dresses complete by today 
	
	PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Celebrating Difference: 
Piece 4: Houses and Homes
I can tell you why I think my home is special to me

Embedding new class rules devised by children last half term. Working towards behaviour reward
	PE
Sports coach (MM) 
Ball skills 

Class PE
Throwing and catching a ball
Learn to throw a ball using two hands.
Try to catch or trap a ball with hands or body.
Develop hand-eye coordination and confidence.

Handwriting
Warm up focus: Curly caterpillar letters – c a d o q g e f s 

sh th ng nk

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed e.g. putting on coats and doing up zips.

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying hands thoroughly.
	Speaking and listening skills:
Understand why questions
Use longer sentences of four to six words
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
Enjoys listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.
 
	
	Session 1  
Session 3 on Literacy Tree Continue reading the story, reading up to It was the time for greatness. Stop here to predict what might happen next before reading on to I WILL LISTEN TO MY THOUGHTS, Henry Finch said.  I will listen to my thoughts. 
Pretend to be Henry Finch in the monster’s tummy What might it be like?  How do you think he is feeling? Why do you think Henry decides to listen to his  
thoughts? Do you think that this might help him work out what  
to do next? Hot seat teacher in role as Henry. What do/could the children think to themselves if they feel worried/scared? Building on the circle game played in session 1,  
using the frame: If I am scared I will… 
Children to draw the things they do when they feel scared. Children to write a sentence: I hug my mum.  

Session 2  
Lesson 4 on Literacy Tree. Finish reading the book – How did Henry use his thoughts to save himself and the others? How do we know that Henry was happy that the others were thinking? Why did Henry say to the other finches BUT FIRST YOU HAVE TO BE QUIET? Talk about what makes the children unique- how and what they think is part of this. How can we help ourselves to think? How can we help others to think? What does it mean to be thoughtful? 
Create motivational signs. Create motivational signage for the Thinking  
Zone e.g. Fix problems here! Sit and relax! 
 
Session 3  
Lesson 5 of Literacy tree. Talk about the illustrations that show Henry thinking his different thoughts e.g. when he is ‘Super Henry’ and when he is inside the beast’s stomach. 
Model finding the part in the text that tells us what Henry was thinking at these points. Now re-read the page where Henry is inside the monster’s stomach But they were bad thoughts. You are a fool. You are not great. You are only someone’s dinner. Model Writing and then Shared Reading of other thoughts Henry might’ve had, noticing the grapheme  
‘y’: I will yell at the beast. Don’t give up yet. Yes! 
	Little Wandle 

Sounds of the week:
sh th ng nk

New tricky word:
she push he of

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions


	Mastering number:
Composition

To be able to: 
Identify the ‘whole’ when shown 1 part of a familiar  
Identify that parts are still visible when they are assembled to make the whole 

To be able to: 
Identify parts  
Recognise that some whole objects have parts that cannot be removed 

To be able to: 
Identify parts (part 2) 
Recognise that some whole objects have parts that cannot be removed (part 2) 

To be able to: 
Investigate ways to compose and de-compose sets of 2 and 3 
Know that 1 and 2 are parts of 3 
 


	Topic lesson: History
Show pictures of the history of the town- what is different? Similar? 
Individual town map drawing. 
Have the map of a town- children to draw their own maps

Topic lesson: Geography 
Look at environments from different countries, drawing on maps to make comparisons. Barnaby Bear to support with ‘holiday pictures’. Create venn diagram of pictures / STC to compare and contract countries – look at technology in different towns.

RE – Special Times
Lesson 2 – Hannukah

Show the children a Hannukah menorah. This is used to celebrate Hanukkah - the Jewish festival of lights. The festival is observed by lighting the candles of a candelabrum with nine branches, called a Hanukkah menorah. One branch is typically placed above or below the others and its candle is used to light the other eight candles. This unique candle is called the shamash. Each night, one additional candle is lit by the shamash until all eight candles are lit together on the final night of the holiday. Other Hanukkah festivities include playing dreidel and eating oil-based foods such as latkes and sufganiyot, and dairy foods. Light the candles of the menorah - and as you do tell the story of Hanukkah, and how one day's oil kept the great menorah lamp in the temple burning for 8 days until they could get more oil.



	Music: Nativity Songs








	Week 5
01.12.25

Assessment Week
[image: ]

Fantastic Finishers

Mon:
10am Nativity rehearsal practise in headdresses 

Tues:
Dress rehearsal and filming 10.00 and 1.30 

Weds: 
Dress rehearsal and filming 9.30 and 10.30 

Thurs: Christmas decorations, Christmas role play and door need to be completed by today

Fri: 
Christmas decoration day

Charlotte assembly – The traditional Christmas story

	
	PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Celebrating Difference: 
Piece 5: Making Friends
I can tell you how to be a kind friend
	PE
Sports coach (MM) 
Ball skills 

Handwriting
Warm up focus: Curly caterpillar letters – c a d o q g e f s 

Curly caterpillar letters

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed e.g. putting on coats and doing up zips.

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying hands thoroughly.
	Speaking and listening skills:
Understand why questions
Use longer sentences of four to six words
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
Enjoys listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.

	
	Session 1  
Lesson 6 on Literacy Tree  
A Finch from Henry’s Flock- Harry Finch- is found  sitting in the Thinking Zone, wearing a large luggage tag around his neck that says: My thoughts are all muddled. Some bad, some sad. Help! He is having trouble dealing with his thoughts! 
Can we help him? 
Share ideas about what could help this poor finch.  
Children speak to the finch directly. Children write little notes to Harry Finch to help  
him stay calm: Don’t worry – we’ll help you! We will think about how to help.  

Session 2 / 3  
 Assessment writing- Children to use knowledge and skills to write a list of things that can help Henry Finch.  
Sit still. 
Use thinking to fix things. 
Time to relax. Listen to soft music. Close your eyes. 











	Little Wandle 

Words with s /s/ added at the end (hats sits) 
words ending s /z/ (his) and with s /z/ added at the end (bags)

New tricky word:
we me be 

Individual Reading/Reading Practice sessions


	Mastering number:
Composition

To be able to 
Investigate ways to compose and de-compose sets of 3 
Explore how 1 and 2 are parts of 3 
To be able to investigate ways to compose and de-compose 4 

To be able to: 
Investigate ways to compose and de-compose 4  
Use spatial language to describe the shapes  
Explain that different parts can make the same whole 

To be able to: 
Investigate ways to compose and de-compose 5  
Use spatial language to describe the shapes 
Explain that different parts can make the same whole 

	Topic lesson: Geography
Look at markets in Bridgwater and different countries. Read market story: My granny went to market or a gift for amma. Use stories and pictures to explore similarities and differences. Think of WOW words to describe markets 

Forest School: Christmas natural Art
Clay nature ornaments 


Topic lesson: Geography
Talk about how to look after the community such as working together, being respectful and recycling. Sort materials based on recyclable / not. Create a recycling poster. Introduce terms: reduce, reuse, recycle. 


 


	Music: Nativity Songs

Natural Art in Forest School – clay ornaments


	Week 6 
08.12.25

Theme Week: Nativity

Mon:
Nativity performances 9.30 and 10.30 

Tues:
Christmas Panto 
Weds:
Nativity performances 9.30 and 10.30

Thurs: 
Christmas jumper day
Christmas Lunch

Fri: 
Toddler nativity performance 
Leave for church at 9.30
	
	PSHE: 
Jigsaw: Celebrating Difference: 
Piece 6: Standing up for yourself
I know which words to use to stand up for myself when someone says or does something unkind 

	PE
Sports coach (MM) 
Ball skills

Class PE
Dribbling, kicking and team games

Practise dribbling a ball with feet.
Learn to pass or kick a ball to a partner.
Begin to play simple team games using ball skills.

Handwriting
Warm up focus: Curly caterpillar letters – c a d o q g e f s 

Target individual handwriting needs

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed e.g. putting on coats and doing up zips.

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying hands thoroughly.
	Speaking and listening skills:
Understand why questions
Use longer sentences of four to six words
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
Enjoys listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.

	
	Reading, writing and sequencing the traditional Christmas story

	Little Wandle 

Little Wandle assessment week 


	Mastering number:
Counting, Ordinality and Cardinality 

To be able to: 
Count in sequence to 10 
Use fingers to represent quantities to five (and begin to ten) 
Match different representations of quantities to 5 with amounts shown on their fingers 

To be able to: 
Remember that the 'stopping number' tells us how many we need altogether 
Begin to recognise numerals to 5 
Develop their understanding of equal amounts 

To be able to: 
Remember that the 'stopping number' tells us how many we need altogether 
Begin to recognise numerals to 5 
Represent quantities in more abstract ways, such as by clapping or jumping 

To be able to: 
Remember that the 'stopping number' tells us how many we need altogether 
Begin to recognise numerals to 5 
Begin to understand that when a set of objects is rearranged, its quantity remains the same 

White Rose Maths:
Circles and triangles

Identify and name circles and triangles 
Compare circles and triangles 
Shapes in the environment
Describe position 
	Fantastic Finishers 

RE – Special Times
Lesson 3 – Christmas

Ask the children what they know about Christmas. Do their families do anything special to celebrate Christmas? (not all will) Show the children a Christmas crib. What has this got to do with Christmas?
Watch the short video of the Christmas story. https://request.org.uk/restart/2014/12/03/the-christmas-story/ 


	Christmas cards

Christmas calendars

Music : Nativity Song.

Kapow unit: Celebrations: Traditional Christmas songs.

	Week 7 
15.12.25

Theme Week: Christmas

Mon:
Assembly (Jez)

Tues: Christmas carols (Me and Jess)

Weds: 
Open the book assembly 

Thurs:
Mary – Christmas Eve poem

Fri:
Christmas fun day and parties 

	
	Reflect on the term and discuss how friendships have grown and how the children have settled and completed one whole term of school.

Understand what “kindness” means.
Be able to give examples of kind actions. Recognise how being kind makes people feel happy. Think of ways to show kindness during Christmas time.
Christmas kindness lesson



	PE
Sports coach (MM) 
Ball skills

Handwriting
Warm up focus: Curly caterpillar letters – c a d o q g e f s 

Target individual handwriting needs

Be increasingly independent as they get dressed and undressed e.g. putting on coats and doing up zips.

Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. brushing teeth, using the toilet, washing and drying hands thoroughly.
	Speaking and listening skills:
Understand why questions
Use longer sentences of four to six words
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
Enjoys listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.

Talk about own experiences of Christmas.

Talk about why Christmas is important.




	
	Christmas party food list. 
 
Cut and stick pictures from children’s catalogues. 
 
Reading CVC Christmas words.  
 
Segmenting CVC Christmas words. 
 
Christmas stamp printing.  
 
Reading CVC Christmas words.  
 
Segmenting CVC Christmas words. 

Identifying initial sounds. 










	Christmas CVC word blending/ initial sounds.






	White Rose Maths:
Shapes with 4 sides

Identify and name shapes with 4 sides
Combine shapes with 4 sides
Shapes in the environment 
My day and night 



	Christmas tree ornament/ keep sake.

Talk about own experiences at Christmas and share the Christmas cheer with friends (Speaking and listening activity)

Sharing of Christmas stories and experiences.

Explore Christmas in different countries across the world.

Lifecycle of Christmas trees.

ICT- Photograph Christmas products

Use paint programme on Laptop to represent Christmas ideas e.g Reindeer, Christmas tree, Santa.

	Christmas cards

Christmas calendars

Kapow unit: Celebrations: Christmas action songs

Christmas crafts including:
printing, painting, collages, 3D models, pattern designs , hanging salt dough Christmas decorations, Christmas door designs, Christmas mindfulness creations, reindeer food and Christmas colour mixing.






CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS: 22/12/25-05/01/26
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