 Speaking and listening medium term plan – EYFS Class
Class: Snow Bears Reception KB
Term: Autumn B
Story: I am Henry Finch by Alexis Deacon
Whole school topic: Celebrating Differences
Main topic focus: Geography – Where do we live? Maps, Bridges, towns
Main skills to acquire:
1: Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 
2: Use longer sentences of four to six words.
3: Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”
	Week
	Teaching 
	Practising

	1
I am Henry Finch

03.11.25
	2: Use longer sentences of four to six words

Introduce our speaking and listening focus for this week – speaking in longer sentences of at least four to six words. Explain why this is important. 
Tell the children that we are going to tell each other our half term news but we are going to focus on being good listeners and speaking in sentences of four to six words. 
Model with the TA telling them your half term news where firstly the TA doesn’t listen properly then when the speaker just says one or two words. 
Children to then sit with a partner and tell each other their half term news – adults listen out for children being good listeners and using longer sentences in their talk. 
	2: S+L session: Sharing our holiday news in pairs – listening to each other

2: Jigsaw – Talking about the things that we are good at

2: Literacy tree: Discussing the new text – Who is Henry Finch? Describing features of a bird.

2: Geography: Describing where we live (our town) 

2: Forest school: Noticing and describing seasonal changes



	2
I am Henry Finch

10.11.25
	1: Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 

Introduce and explain to the children this week speaking and listening focus and what this means. 
Show children the story ‘The Day the crayons quit’ by Drew Daywalt. Read the story aloud. Pause to discuss how each crayon feels and what they want.
Ask open-ended questions:
“How do you think the blue crayon felt?”
“What would you say if you were the orange crayon?”
Model how to give an opinion:
“I think the blue crayon is right because he works very hard!”
Ensure that children begin to hear examples of expressing a point of view and understand that it’s okay to disagree.
	1: S+L session: Beginning to give their opinions and views of which crayon is right, what colour is their favourite.
2: S+L session: Speaking in full sentences to give their opinion

1: Jigsaw: I’m Special, I’m Me lesson. Talking about what we are good at that makes us special and how we all like and are good at different things – expressing point of view.

1: RE: Special Times – Discussing times of the year that are special to us. Certain times may be more special to one family than another.

2: Topic: Noticing and describing seasonal changes


	3
I am Henry Finch

17.11.25
	3: Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”

Introduce S+L focus for this week. Show children a familiar picture (e.g., a child playing in the rain).
Ask simple descriptive questions first:
“What can you see?”
“What is the boy doing?”
Then introduce a “why” question:
“Why is the boy wearing a coat?”
“Why is he using an umbrella?”
Model how to answer using because:
“He is wearing a coat because it is raining.”
Encourage full-sentence responses and repeat/model good answers.

Read a short familiar story (e.g., The Three Little Pigs).
Pause at key points to ask “why” questions:
“Why did the pigs build houses?”
“Why did the wolf blow them down?”
Encourage turn-taking, full sentences, and reasoning.
Praise children for using because or explaining their thinking.
	3: S+L session – responding to story questions

1 and 2: Jigsaw – Sorting pictures of families giving reasons for their point of view of sorting and speaking in whole sentences of four to six words. 

2: Literacy Tree – I am thinking about game

3: Geography lesson: Why do we have bridges? Which was the strongest bridge? Why? 

3: Topic lesson: Why do we have fireworks at night? 



	4
I am Henry Finch

24.11.25
	1: Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions. 

Remind children of our S+L focus a few weeks ago of expressing a view point. Ask the children what they can remember from the lesson? Explain that we will be reviewing and practising those skills this week.
Lay out a line on the floor (using tape or rope). One side is “Agree”, the other is “Disagree”.
Teacher reads simple opinion statements such as:
“Playing outside is better than drawing.”
“Chocolate ice cream is the best flavour.”
“It’s fair to share toys with friends.”
Children move to the side that shows their opinion. Ask a few children from each side to explain why they chose that side. Encourage using “I think…” or “I feel…” statements. Model how to disagree politely:
“I see what you mean, but I think something different because…” Praise respectful listening and speaking.
	1: Being able to express their point of view when answering the questions and moving to the correct side of the tape. 

1,2 and 3: Jigsaw: Talking about why my house is special to me. What is their favourite room in their house and why? Express their opinion, think about how others may have different opinions.

3: Literacy Tree: Why do you think Henry Finch likes to listen to his thoughts? 

1, 2 and 3: Literacy Tree: Discussing and answering questions from the story. Answering why questions and giving your view.

1: RE: Special Times. Talking about Hannukah and understanding that people have different opinions and beliefs. 



	5
Assessment Week

01.12.25
	2: Use longer sentences of four to six words

Remind children of our S+L focus a few weeks ago of using longer sentences of four to six words. Ask the children what they can remember from the lesson? Explain that we will be reviewing and practising those skills this week.
Sit in a circle with a toy bag.
 Model curiosity and speaking in longer sentences:
“I wonder what’s inside the bag. I think it might be something soft and small.”
Pull out a toy and describe it using a 4–6 word sentence:
“This is a red fire truck.”
“It can go very fast.”
Encourage children to repeat and extend:
“Can we make the sentence longer?”
e.g. “This is a big red fire truck.”

Each child chooses a toy.
Support them to talk about it using guided questions:
What is it?
What does it do?
What colour or size is it?
Why do you like it?

Encourage children to build longer sentences with modelling and prompts:
Can you tell me more?
“Let’s try to make that a big sentence together.”
Adult model: “My teddy is soft and brown.”
Child: “My teddy is soft and brown too.”

Use sentence frames or word mats for support.
	2: S+L session: Building longer sentences using toy feely bag activity.

2: Jigsaw: I can tell you how to be a kind friend.

2: Topic Lesson: Talking about how we can recycle and care for the planet.

2: History: Discussing similarities and differences between present time and old market photographs.

	6
Theme: Nativity 

08.12.25
	3: Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?

Show a large picture of a caterpillar eating fruit.
Ask simple observation questions first:
“What can you see?”
“What is the caterpillar doing?”
Then introduce why questions:
“Why is the caterpillar eating so much food?”
“Why is he hungry?”
Model using because:
“He’s eating because he’s hungry.”
“He’s hungry because he’s growing.”
Emphasise cause and effect; repeat good answers in full sentences.

Read or re-tell the story using expressive voices and props.
Pause throughout to ask “why” questions, such as:
	Page / Event
	“Why” Question
	Example Model Answer

	The egg hatches
	“Why did the caterpillar come out of the egg?”
	“Because it was ready to be born.”

	Caterpillar eats fruit
	“Why did he eat so much food?”
	“Because he was very hungry.”

	Eating too much junk food
	“Why did he get a stomach ache?”
	“Because he ate too much food.”

	Making a cocoon
	“Why did he build a cocoon?”
	“Because he needed to rest and change.”

	Becoming a butterfly
	“Why did he turn into a butterfly?”
	“Because he finished growing.”


Encourage children to:
· Use because in their answers.
· Take turns answering.
	3: S+L session – responding to story questions

2: Jigsaw: Discussing what we can do to stand up for ourselves and what we do if someone is being unkind.

3: Literacy: Answering why questions about the Nativity (traditional Christmas story) Why do you think the Shepherds were happy? Why was Mary tired? Why was Baby Jesus born in the stable? 

3: RE: Talking about Christmas. Why is it a special time? 

1: RE: Talking about Christians viewpoints about Christmas – traditional vs non traditional views at Christmas


	7
Theme: Nativity 

15.12.25
	2: Use longer sentences of four to six words

Remind children of our S+L focus a few weeks ago of using longer sentences of four to six words. Ask the children what they can remember from the lesson? Explain that we will be reviewing and practising those skills this week.
Sit in a circle with a Christmas themed bag.
 Model curiosity and speaking in longer sentences:
“I wonder what’s inside the bag. I think it might be something soft and small.”
Pull out a Christmas object and describe it using a 4–6 word sentence:
“This is a yellow star.”
“It can shine very brightly.”
Encourage children to repeat and extend:
“Can we make the sentence longer?”
e.g. “This is a bright, yellow star.”

Each child chooses a different Christmas themed object.
Support them to talk about it using guided questions:
What is it?
What does it do?
What colour or size is it?
Why do you like it?

Encourage children to build longer sentences with modelling and prompts:
Can you tell me more?
“Let’s try to make that a big sentence together.”
Adult model: “My teddy is soft and brown.”
Child: “My teddy is soft and brown too.”

Use sentence frames or word mats for support.
	2: S+L session: Building longer sentences using toy feely bag activity.

2: PSHE: Talking in full sentences about how we can be kind at Christmas.

[bookmark: _GoBack]2: Topic: Children talking about their own experiences at Christmas






