 Speaking and listening medium term plan – EYFS Class
Class: Snow Bears Reception KB
Term: Spring A
Story: Billy and the Beast by Nadia Shireen
Whole school topic: The Power of Words
Main topic focus: Geography/ History – Houses and Homes – houses from the past, who lives in this house, different types of houses
Main skills to acquire:
1: Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences
2: Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives
3: Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they might happen.  
	Week
	Teaching 
	Practising

	1
Theme week: The power of Words 

05.01.26
	Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences
Warm-up (5 minutes): Listening & Turn-Taking
Sit in a circle. Play a quick listening game: teacher says a sentence about an object.
“I can see a red ball.”
Children repeat the sentence together.
Emphasise: Saying the whole sentence
Using a clear voice
Teacher Modelling (5 minutes): What a Good Sentence Sounds Like
Show an object or picture. Model 2–3 well-formed sentences: “I like the teddy because it is soft.”
“I have a blue car at home.”
Highlight: Starts with “I”
Has a verb
Makes sense from start to finish
Guided Practice (7 minutes): My Turn to Talk
Pass the object around the circle.
Each child completes a sentence using a starter.
Adult support:
Recast sentences gently
Child: “Dog big.”
Adult: “Yes, the dog is big.”
Praise effort:
“That was a full sentence!”
“You used ‘because’—well done!”
Plenary (3 minutes): Reflect and Repeat
Choose 2–3 children to repeat their sentence.
Ask: “Did we use full sentences?”
“What word did we start with?”
Differentiation
Support: Sentence starters with visuals; adult prompts.
Challenge: Add a reason using because or and.
	Circle time: Responding to our session with author Emily

Circle time: Sharing our Christmas holiday news

Literacy: Retelling a familiar story – the 3 little pigs 

Understanding the world: Discussion around different types of occupations

Forest school: Discussion around sticks – what they can be used for and sorting different types. Why each stick belongs in each category

	2
Billy and the Beast

12.01.26
	Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives 
Warm-up (5 minutes): Joining Ideas Together Teacher says two simple ideas:
“I put on my coat. I went outside.”
Ask children: “How can we join these ideas?”
Model: “I put on my coat and then I went outside.”
Children repeat together.
Teacher Modelling (5 minutes): How Connectives Work
Show a picture sequence.
Model sentences using connectives:
“The girl planted a seed and then she watered it.”
“She watered it because the plant was dry.”
Emphasise: Connectives help sentences “stick together”.
Guided Practice (7 minutes): My Turn to Join Ideas
Give each child a picture card.
Adult prompts:
“Tell me what happened and then what happened next.”
“Why did they do that?”
Support children to say full sentences:
Recast if needed:
Child: “He run. Fall.”
Adult: “He was running and then he fell.”
Plenary (3 minutes): Say It Again
Choose 2–3 children to repeat their sentence.
Ask: “Which joining word did you use?”
Differentiation
Support: Sentence frames: “I did ___ and then ___.”
Challenge: Add because to explain why.
	Literacy Tree: Responding to the cover and pictures of a new story

Online safety: Roleplaying different online safety scenarios and discussing whether the scenarios are kind or not.

RE: Talking about a place that is special to them

Topic: Discussing different types of houses for animals



	3
Billy and the Beast

19.01.26
	Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they might happen.  
Introduction – 5 minutes
Show the teddy and the “river.”
Say: “Teddy needs to get across the river. How can we help him?”
Encourage children to turn and talk to a partner.
Model language:
“I think…”
“We could try…”
“Because…”
Main Activity – 10 minutes
In small groups, children choose materials to help Teddy cross.
Adults support talk with prompts:
“What is your plan?”
“Why did you choose that?”
“What might happen if…?”
Allow children to test ideas and adjust their plan.
Plenary – 5 minutes
Groups explain what they did.
Ask: “Did it work? Why/why not?”
“What would you change next time?”
Differentiation
Support: Offer sentence starters and model answers.
Challenge: Ask children to predict outcomes before trying.
	Literacy Tree: Working out who different characters in the story might be, what they might do and to predict what might happen in the story

Independent Maths and Independent Literacy

Forest School: Discussion around winter changes – making winter pictures together in small groups


	4
Billy and the Beast

26.01.26
	Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences
Warm-up (5 minutes): Listening to Others
Show the picture.
Teacher models listening behaviour (eyes looking, quiet mouth).
Ask children to repeat: “I can see a child playing.”
Teacher Modelling (5 minutes): Thinking Out Loud
Model descriptive sentences:
“I can see children playing on the slide.”
“I think they are happy because they are smiling.”
Emphasise: Clear beginning and end
Adding detail
Partner Talk (7 minutes): Talk to a Friend
Children talk in pairs.
Each child says one full sentence about the picture. Adult circulates and supports:
Encourage expansion: “Can you say that as a whole sentence?”
Plenary (3 minutes): Share a Sentence
Invite children to share their sentence with the class.
Repeat and praise well-formed examples:
“You used ‘I think’ and ‘because’—great talking!”
Differentiation
Support: Point to picture and model sentence for child to repeat.
Challenge: Encourage two linked clauses (and / because).
	Jigsaw: Talking about setting themselves a goal for the future

Literacy tree: Talking about their ‘perfect’ day

Art: Discussing the clay tile that they have made – talking about it’s features e.g. how many windows etc.

RE: Being able to explain why the church is a special place for some people


	5
Assessment Week

02.02.26
	2. Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives 
Warm-up (5 minutes): Oral Rehearsal
Act out a simple action with toys.
Say: “The car crashed.”
Ask: “What happened then?”
Model: “The car crashed so the people got help.”
Teacher Modelling (5 minutes): Making Longer Sentences
Use toys to create a mini story: “The dog ran away and then the boy chased it because he was worried.”
Explain: “We use joining words to make our ideas longer.”
Independent / Partner Practice (7 minutes): Build a Sentence
Children play in pairs with small world toys.
Each child says one sentence using a connective.
Adult supports by holding up connective cards as prompts.
Plenary (3 minutes): Sentence Spotlight
Invite children to share their best sentence.
Repeat and celebrate: “You used and then and because—excellent talking!”
Differentiation:
Support: Adult repeats sentence and child echoes.
Challenge: Encourage two connectives in one sentence
	Jigsaw: Using kind words to encourage people – connecting more than one kind word at a time

Literacy tree: Discussing the events in the story

Forest school: Talking about looking after plants in winter and what plants need during the winter time


	6
Theme: Children’s mental health week 

09.02.26
	3: Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they might happen.  
Introduction – 5 minutes
Show a ramp and a car.
Ask: “What do you think will happen if I let go?”
Encourage predictions using talk.
Model: “I think it will go fast because…”
Main Activity – 10 minutes
Children explore in small groups
Rolling cars down ramps
Dropping objects
Adults prompt thinking:
“Why did that happen?”
“What made it go faster/slower?”
“What could we change?”
Plenary – 5 minutes
Children share one thing they noticed.
Encourage full explanations:
“It happened because…”
“When we changed…, then…”
Differentiation
Support: Use visual cues and repeat key vocabulary.
Challenge: Ask children to compare two outcomes.
	Theme week: Children’s mental health working together activities e.g. feelings construction challenge, kindness obstacle course, calm corner builders, build a bridge game.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Various activities throughout the week.



